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YES, WE CAN...WORK

Over 600 Kansas disability rights advocates celebrated the 20th Anniversary of the Kansas Disability
Caucus. Veteran participants spoke of the many gains we have made over the course of two decades.
Younger participants discussed emerging disability issues.

Nationally recognized keynote speakers challenged us to act on behalf of all of our brothers and sisters
in the disability community. Rollin Shelton, Mental Health America/Peer Linc, Portland, OR, emphasized
the value and power of peer support in employment. Andy Imparato, AAPD, called Kansas the Mecca of
advocacy and reminded us that our work is not yet done. We need to re-commit our efforts to make
health care reform meaningful, accessible, and affordable for ALL. And finally Bruce Darling, Center for
Disability Rights (CDR), Rochester, NY/ADAPT challenged us to get to work to remove the institutional
bias by getting the Community Choice Act (CCA), passed!

CAUCUS SESSIONS

The real backbone of the conference is the Caucus sessions where participants speak out about the
continuing needs of all people with disabilities in Kansas. On two occasions participants meet according
to what area of the state they live to discuss emerging disability issues. These Caucus sessions encour-
age people to suggest action planning for making real change take place.

The top three issues identified were; transportation, employment and access to health care. Each
region felt very passionate about their issues and stongly voiced their concerns;
® Transportation is inadequate statewide. We need to combine public and private resources to form a

more comprehensive and efficient system

® Employment has been successful for those accessing the Working Healthy/WORK program. Yet for
others employment remains elusive.

® Access to health care in general and lack of education among physicians

®Home and Community Based services...eliminate the waiting lists, de-segregate programs and ser-
vices, remove institutional bias in long term care and develop a waiver for Mental Health

AWARDS BANQUET

Personal Attendants (PA) were given a special tribute for their outstanding work to make independent
living a reality for many people with disabilities. In addition, outstanding advocates were recognized for
all they have contributed to the disability rights movement.
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Reach for
your future
with a
smile;
success is
there for
you!

INSPIRE...

BELIEVE...



A WORD OF THANKS

Sponsors

* Statewide Independent Living Council of
Kansas, Inc.

* Kansas Rehabilitation Services

* Kansas Department of Health &
Environment

* Kansas Health Policy Authority/Working
Healthy Program

Contributors

* Visit Topeka Inc.

* Kansas Association of Centers for
Independent Living

* Department of Education Student
Support Services

* United Bank & Trust, Clay Center

* Union State Bank of Clay Center

* Citizens National Bank, Clay Center
* Clay County National Bank, Clay Center
* Farmers & Merchants State Bank,
Wakeeeld

* United Missouri Bank, Topeka

* Kansas Elks Training Center

* Walmart, Topeka

* Visionbank of Topeka

* Gas For Less

Advertisers

* Visit Topeka Inc.

* Capitol Federal Savings and Loan

* Heartland Works

* Statewide Independent Living Council of

Kansas, Inc.

* Resource Center of Independent Living,

Inc.

* Topeka Independent Living Resource

Center, Inc

* Prairie Independent Living Resource

Center

* Three Rivers, Inc.

* Independence Inc.

* Center for Independent Living in South-

west Kansas

* Southeast Kansas Independent Living

Center

* Independent Living Resource Center,

Inc.

* Independent Connection/OCCK, Inc.

* Kansas Association for Centers for

Independent Living

* Kansas Department of Aging

* Independent Living Center of Northeast
Kansas

* Kansas Youth Empowerment Academy

* Kansas Truck Mobility

Caucus Committee

Shelia Nelson-Stout, Chairperson
Julia Fonseca
Nancy Scott
Carrie Greenwood
Lou Ann Kibbee
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Mary Lou Dunn
Shannon Jones
Roger Frischenmeyer
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